Lakeside Junior High School
Choir- Unit 1 (Aug 19-Dec 20)
Unit Lesson Planning Documentation Form

Teacher:Rachel Cornett, Robert Fitzgerald         Course: Choir

	Understanding(s): 


	All choir students will become literate in music with a working knowledge of music language and aesthetics. To be able to perform music, students must have a strong base understanding of musical notations, symbols, and sight reading. Students will develop their artistry and personal voice in music through performance. They will understand music is a universal language and an  expressive tool of communication through song. The students will integrate singing and movement into performances of folk, art, classical, and contemporary songs.These concepts will be the underlying theme of every music lesson taught throughout the school year. 

	Essential Question:


	Is the student able to correctly use solfege to sight-read basic rhythm and melodic patterns? 
Is the student able to successfully perform their part of each song?
Is the student able to correctly identify historical aspects and background information of each song performed in class?

	Student Learning Goal(s):

*Students will be able to do (skill) by (date) as determined by (summative assessment)

	Choral Performance- Students will be able to perform 2-3 choral pieces by our Winter Concert (Dec 17th).
Music Literacy (Rhythm, Notes, Solfege)- Students will be able to sightread, on solfege, basic rhythm structures and melodies in the keys of C, F, G, Bb, and D Major. 
Music History- Students will be able to describe the culture, origin, history, and background information of all songs performed in class.

	Purpose of Unit:


	To ensure that each choir student demonstrates mastery of the 3 Student Learning Goals: Performance, Music Literacy, and Music History.
To prepare students for Winter Concert (Dec 17th).

	Evidence of Grade-Level Content and Skills:


	Goals are based on extensive research of the current Arkansas State and National Music Standards for eighth and ninth graders. The three music outcomes: Music Literacy, Performance, and Music History are condensed to incorporate skills prioritized by the Common Core Standards.

	Plans for Student Engagement 


	Each class will be divided into six competitive teams (displayed on Chromebook app ClassDojo) and students will earn team points/rewards for engagement and participation. Lesson plans will always include a time for a music game/activity to re-energize the singers and engage them in the class.

	Plans for using technology


	Smart Music software is used daily for sightsinging and solfege assessment. 
Prezi presentations are designed to present history and background on each song. 
You Tube choral videos and recordings used to model successful choirs. 
Chromebooks will be used for assessment and engagement.

	Method of Formative Assessments:


	Smart Music software records and asesses students on percentage of correctly sung notes.
Written exams will be designed to track student understanding of material covered in class.
All-Region, Oct. 19th for Select Men and Vivace.

	Text selections: 

	1st Hour Advanced Men:
Cangia, Cangia Tue Voglie- 17th century Italian aria
Ain't Got Time to Die- traditional negro spiritual
Laudate Dominum- Latin classical art song

2nd Hour Open Men's Choir:
Sesere Eeye- traditional folk song from the Torres Strait Islands
Guantanamera- popular Cuban song 
My Girl- Smokey Robinson (The Temptations)
That's Where my Money Goes- traditional folk song 

4th Hour Vivace (Advanced Women):
Al Shlosha D'varim- Hebrew traditional song
Carrickfergus- Irish folk song
Three Nursery Rhymes (arranged in three part harmonies)
My Mother Said- traditional lullaby
Sleep, Baby, Sleep- traditional lullaby
I Had a Little Nut Tree- traditional lullaby

6th Hour Open Women:
Domine Deus- Vivaldi classical piece, Latin text
Reflection- present day American composer
Shake The Papaya- Calypso traditional folk song
Here Comes the Sun- The Beatles!

5th Hour Intermediate Women- Cantabile
Going Up a Yonder- African American gospel folk song
All the Pretty Little Horses- traditional lullaby
True Colors- Cyndi Lauper!
Gloria Deo- classical Latin repertoire

	Scaffolding: 


	The very nature of choral singing requires constant scaffolding. Starting each student at the beginning with the very basic steps and slowly walking them through each step of sight-reading and part singing. 
We will be monitoring and adjusting each lesson to accommodate the progress of the students. Modifications will be made for special education students- peer work, partnering, making them responsible for only knowing “do” at first when sight-reading and slowly adding more notes until mastery. 

	Planning for
Listening:
audio samples of choral pieces, allowing students to reflect and discuss what they “heard” in that run through- asking them to listen for mistakes. Students listening to presentations on history of songs. 
	
Speaking: 
Students read-aloud the composer’s notes from the music. Class discussions on what the text of each song means to them. Discussing the Literary components of the music.



	Reading:
Analyzing text and poems of the songs. Reading historical aspects of each piece of music. 


	Writing: 
Written reflections on what the text of the song means to them. Written exams on the history and origins of the songs. Journal topics from Music Prompts. 



